He 
h6 or lajjk! kol. 

Ho is the dialect spoken by a Munda tribe in Singbhum and the Tributary States to 
the south. The number of speakers is about 400,000. 

Ho is the name of a tribe, and the language is often called Mo'kajh i.e. the language 

Name of tht Unsuase. °* ^ e ^ 6s# ^ e wor ^ **° ** identical with hdf and hdri % 

the words for * man ' in Santali and Muadari respectively. 
The Hds are closely related to the Mupdaris, and they assert that they hare coine into 
their present homes from Chota Nagpur. In Singbhum they are usually known as 
the Layka Kols, §.e. the fighting Kols. Mr. Bradley-Birt rightly remarks that they 
have fully justified this name. 'As far back as their annals go, they are found fighting, 
and always orowned with victory, driving back invaders or carrying war and devastation 
into the enemy's lands. 1 They have no sub-tribes, and the dialect is the same over the 
whole area where it is spoken. 

The principal home of the Hds is Singbhum, the neighbouring States of Kharsawan 
A , L , t , L , and Sarai Kala, and the adjoining districts of Morbhani 

Ar«a within whitfi spok«ti. * ™ * , , . V* 

K eon j bar, and Gangpur. They are found only m small 
numbers outside these localities. Their territory lies in the midst of the country 
inhabited by the Muijdaris, and both dialects are spoken side by side in the frontier 
tracts. In Singbhum,' however, Ho is the predominant language, even if we consider 
the Aryan forms of speech. This is particularly the case in the south-east, in the Kolhan 
or Kol territory proper. 

It has already been mentioned that Kol or Kilhft has been returned as the dialect 
of numerous speakers in Hazaribagh, the Sonthal Parganas, and Manbhum, and that it is 
possible that some of the Kols of those districts speak Ho. The bulk of them, however, 
use a form of Santali which has been described above under the name of Karmali. 

According to local estimates made for the purposes of 
Number of speakers. this Survey, Ho was spoken in the following districts : — 

Orissa Tributary Stales — 

Athmallik .......... 200 

D&spalla .......... 45 

Keonjhar 18,530 

Morbhanj 45,479 

Hilgiri ........... 2,440 

Pel Lahera . . . . . „ . « . ♦ 710 

~ 67,410 

Singbhum . . . ....... 205,483 

Chota Nagpur Tributary States— 

Sarai Kala .......... 9,975 

Kharsawan .......... 19,702 

Gaugpur .......... 65,000 

Korea .••••.«...• 3 

Bonai 3,348 

Sargaja • 276 

98,304 

Total 371,147 

Most of the speakers in the Chota Nagpur Tributary 8tates were returned under the 
head of Kol, and it is possible that some of them in reality speak Mundari. 
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Outside the territory where it is spoken as a vernacular Ho was returned from the 
following districts :— 

Bengal Presidency— 

Purnea ........... 3,000 

Antral and Khondmals ..,.,,•• 46 

^ 3,046 

Central Provinces— 

Kalahandi ...... 575 

Assam— 

Caohar Plains 4,028 

Sylhet .......... 1,750 

Kamrup .......••• 830 

Darrang .......... 500 

Lakhimpur • ••••••».* 1,750 

" iKmmp 8,858 

Total • 11,979 
By adding all these figures we arrive at the following grand total for the dialect :— 

H6 spoken at home • .....»•••* 371,147 
HO spoken abroad t 11,979 

Total . 383,126 



At the last Census of 1901, 371,860 speakers of Ho were returned. I have only seen 
the details from the Bengal Presidency. They are as follows : — 

Midnapore 88 * 

Balasore 244 



Angul and Khondmals 



35 

Manbhum •*•••. •*.»«.** ** 

Singbhum . 235,313 

Orissa Tributary States ......•••• 96 >^» 9 

Chote Nagpur Tributary States ....••••• 35»353 

Total ♦ 867,613 
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The dialect of the Hos has no literature. I am not 
Language and Literature. aware of any portion of the Scriptures haying been translated 

into it. 

The dialect itself is almost identical with Mundarl. The only difference of import- 
ance is the different treatment of the cerebral f . It is retained in Mundarl, but dropped 
in Ho. Compare ho $ Mundarl hdfd t a man ; hoa f Mundarl hot a % a boy ; kui 9 Mupdari Mfi P 
a girl ; ma, Mundari rMf , return ; oak\ Mundarl orak\ house ; mot/ a, Mundarl mdfed, 
five ; ddi, Mundarl daft, to be able, and so forth. In a specimen received from Morbhanj, 
it is true, we find hola % a boy, but * a house ' is regularly oak\ It has already been 
remarked that the f in dup\ Santall durnp\ sit, is an old infix. The same is perhaps 
the case in many other instances where an f is dropped in H6. 

The short a is occasionally written o and e in the specimens received from the 
Sonthal Parganas. Thus the copula tan is also written ton and ten. 

Note forms such as hujnk' instead of hijuh\ come ; rSfc-nte-y-a-wtjr, I might feast ; 
jome-ka-ing, I may eat ; ho-nang, to become, etc. 

The semi-consonants are treated as in Mundarl. The final t* of verbal tenses 
commonly becomes d or tf, or else it is retained, but very weakly sounded. In the 
grammar called Sokaji f mentioned abote under authorities, forms such as jom*akad-a- 
mg 9 1 have eaten, are said to be used whe*i there is no animate object. 

The change of n to I does not appear to occur. Thus we always find net, see. 

In other respects Ho is, so far as we can judge from the materials at our disposal, 
exactly like Mundarl, and it will be sufficient for further details to refer the student to 
the specimens which follow. The first is a version of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, 
and the second the deposition of a witness, both received from Singbhum. The third 
is the statement of two accused persons taken down in the Sonthal Parganas. It is a 
comparatively good specimen, and I have therefore printed it, though Ho is not a verna- 
cular of the district. The use of the word murida, village headman, shows that the 
speaker did not belong to the Sonthal Parganas. 
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